Hathersage, Derbyshire

"I heard a bell chime— a church bell...
 A glittering stream ran zig-zag through the varied shades of green."

Here's a surprise. You won't find Jane Eyre wandering the wuthering wilds of Haworth Moor with Heathcliff and Cathy. Instead, the hunt for her begins 50 miles south, among the gritstone tors of the Peak District.

Charlotte Bronte dreamt up Jane while holidaying at Hathersage vicarage in 1845. Nearby North Lees Hall was her model for Thornfield, home of the enigmatic Mr Rochester; while Hathersage itself became Morton, Jane's hamlet “set among romantic hills".

The walk we're re-creating comes at a turning point in the story, when our heroine, wedding plans scuttled by the madwoman in the attic, flees Thornfield at dawn and finds herself adrift in the wilderness at Whitcross, in "a north-midlandshire, dusk with moorland, ridged with mountain".

Whitcross was really Moscar Cross, five miles north of Hathersage — bypassed by today's A57,  the road is now a lonesome farm track. The hike south from here to Hathersage is lovely, along a path skirting the foot of bleakly beautiful Stanage Edge. It's easy to imagine poor Jane making her rough bed here, under a "moss-blackened granite crag".

Follow the path away from the Edge towards the church spire: curiously, the route now passes North Lees Hall — which Jane had only just escaped in the novel. Approaching Hathersage church, take a path up through woods to Moorseats, fictional​ised as Moor House, to which Jane struggled in the darkness - and where she found sanctuary at last.

The details: Jane's walk begins at grid reference SK224885; you'll need OS Explorer map OL1.
